Regular Meeting of Mayor and Council March 20, 2017
      Town Hall Council Chambers, 100 Central Avenue

         Executive Session 6:00 P.M. 

                                                                             Public Session 7:00 P.M. 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

ATTENDANCE ROLL CALL

Councilman: 

Furgione -
Giralo -
Gribbin -
Pullia -
Rodio -
Torrissi -
Mayor DiDonato -
PRESENT ALSO

Michael Malinsky, Town Solicitor

Jerry Barberio, PWM/Business Administrator

EXECUTIVE SESSION #R037-2017
RESUME REGULAR MEETING-ROLL CALL

Councilman: 

Furgione -
Giralo -
Gribbin -
Pullia -
Rodio -
Torrissi -
Mayor DiDonato -
PRESENT ALSO

Michael Malinsky, Town Solicitor

Bob Vettese of ARH, Town Engineer

Jerry Barberio, PWM/Business Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of this meeting has been posted and given to official newspapers.  Please familiarize yourselves with the fire exits to the right and rear of the Council Chambers.  Please do not proceed beyond the front benches without invitation from the Mayor to do so.  Also, each person who wishes to address Council will be allotted 5 minutes.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC HEARD FOR AGENDA ACTION ITEMS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Minutes from February, 27 2017

Executive Session February 27, 2017
DISPENSE WITH REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS

Public Hearing Ordinance #005-2017





Ord #005-2017
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING Chapter 75

of the Code of the Town of Hammonton entitled

“Alarm Systems”


WHEREAS, upon recommendation of the Chief of Police and review by the Law and Order Committee of the Town of Hammonton Chapter 75 is amended with the addition of the following:

75-3(a) Exemptions for Churches, Schools and Non-Profit Organizations.  

Should a false alarm occur at the premise of a Church, School (public or private) or any Non-Profit Organization, a false alarm Warning and/or Fine shall not be issued.  If a false alarm Warning and/or Fine is issued in error, it may be dismissed by the Chief of Police at his discretion.

BE IT RESOLVED, that this ordinance shall take effect after second reading and passage by the governing body and publication as prescribed by law; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the Courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 
Public Hearing Ordinance #006-2017






Ordinance #006-2017

ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON, IN THE COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,250,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,137,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON, IN THE COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:


Section 1.
The several improvements described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are hereby respectively authorized to be undertaken by the Town of Hammonton, in the County of Atlantic, New Jersey (the "Town") as general improvements.  For the several improvements or purposes described in Section 3, there are hereby appropriated the respective sums of money therein stated as the appropriation made for each improvement or purpose, such sums amounting in the aggregate to $2,250,000, including the aggregate sum of $112,500 as the several down payments for the improvements or purposes required by the Local Bond Law.  The down payments have been made available by virtue of provision for down payment or for capital improvement purposes in one or more previously adopted budgets.


Section 2.
In order to finance the cost of the several improvements or purposes not covered by application of the several down payments, negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $2,137,500 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the bonds, negotiable bond anticipation notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.


Section 3.
The several improvements hereby authorized and the several purposes for which the bonds are to be issued, the estimated cost of each improvement and the appropriation therefore, the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for each improvement and the period of usefulness of each improvement are as follows:

	Purpose
	Appropriation and

Estimated Cost
	Estimated Maximum Amount of Bonds and Notes
	Period of

Usefulness

	
	
	
	

	a) Park recreation lighting improvements
	$650,000
	$617,500
	15 years

	
	
	
	

	b) LED conversion of street lighting
	$1,600,000
	$1,520,000
	15 years

	
	
	
	

	TOTALS:
	$2,250,000
	$2,137,500
	


Public Hearing Ordinance #007-2017

ORDINANCE # 007   - 2017

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON AUTHORIZING THE TOWN TO ACT AS GUARANTOR TO A $300,000 LOAN TO HAMMONTON REVITALIZATION CORPORATION / MAINSTREET AS THE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION OF HAMMONTON’S DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF MAIN STREET NEW JERSEY AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROGRAMS, DOWNTOWN BUSINESS LOAN FUND


WHEREAS, the Town of Hammonton finds and declares that the Hammonton Revitalization Corporation/MainStreet Hammonton (HRC/MainStreet) is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation that provides administrative and other services to benefit customers, consumers, promote economic growth and employment to those properties within the Town of Hammonton Downtown Improvement District; and

WHEREAS, HRC/MainStreet is the District Management Corporation of the Town of Hammonton Downtown Improvement District; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Hammonton recognizes the importance of the role HRC/MainStreet has played in the economic revitalization of Downtown Hammonton; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate for HRC/MainStreet to support the ongoing efforts to expand arts and cultural opportunities in the Downtown Hammonton Art District by submitting an application for a $300,000, 0% interest loan from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Office of Main Street New Jersey and Improvement District Programs, Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan Fund for the acquisition and renovation of property located at 200 Vine Street, Hammonton, NJ, more particularly known as Lot 1 of Block 2811 on the current Town of Hammonton Tax Map (hereinafter referred to as the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the requirements of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Office of Main Street New Jersey and Improvement District Programs, the Town is required to guarantee, through Ordinance, the repayment of the $300,000 Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan in case of nonpayment by HRC/MainStreet.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by Council of the Town of Hammonton, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

The recitation set forth in the preamble above is hereby incorporated into this Ordinance.

 Town Council hereby supports the application of Hammonton Revitalization Corporation/MainStreet Hammonton to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Office of Main Street New Jersey and Improvement District Programs, Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan Fund for a $300,000, 0% interest loan to be utilized for the acquisition and renovation of the Property, subject to the following condition:

The Town of Hammonton shall have a first priority mortgage on the Property until the $300,000 loan is paid back in full to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs.

The full faith and credit of the Town of Hammonton are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal and interest on the Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan set forth above in the case of nonpayment by HRC/MainStreet.  This obligation of the Town as guarantor of the repayment of the Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan shall be a direct, unlimited obligation of the Town, and the Town shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town for the payment of said obligations and interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount should HRC/MainStreet default on its payment obligations regarding the Loan.

This Ordinance supersedes and replaces Town of Hammonton Resolution #R-078-2016, titled Resolution in Support of Hammonton Revitalization Corporation/MainStreet Hammonton Application for a Downtown Business Improvement Zone Loan. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the Courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect following adoption and approval in the time and manner prescribed by law.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced in and passed the first reading at a meeting of Town Council of the Town of Hammonton, County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey held on February 27, 2017, and said Ordinance will be further considered for final passage and adoption at a public hearing to be held at the Municipal Building located at 100 Central Avenue, Hammonton, NJ 08037, on March 20, 2017, at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached. 

Public Hearing Ordinance #008-2017

Ordinance #008-2017

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING Chapter 82

of the Code of the Town of Hammonton entitled

“Animals”


WHEREAS, after input of the Dog Park Volunteers and consideration by the Parks and Recreation Commission along with the Quality of Life Committee, the following amendments to Chapter 82 shall be added to the code of the Town of Hammonton:

Article V Chapter 82-39 Hammonton Dog Park

The Hammonton Dog Park shall be established and located off Moss Mill Road in the Town of Hammonton and shall consist of a Large Dog Park and a Small Dog Park and each shall have the perimeter fenced for safety, health and welfare of dogs and civilians alike.

Article V Chapter 82-40 Use of Dog Park by Hammonton Residents

Any Hammonton Resident who has purchased a dog license from the Municipal Clerk office of the Town of Hammonton for their dog(s) upon providing proof of rabies inoculation and who has signed the required Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement, shall be issued a key fob or other form of lock device to gain entry to the dog park.

Article V Chapter 82-41  Use of Dog Park by Non-Hammonton Residents

Any Non-Hammonton Resident who has paid the annual fee of $25.00, provided their current photo identification with current address matching their current dog(s) license(s), provided a copy of their current dog(s) license issued by the Municipality in which they reside and pay property tax, has submitted proof of rabies inoculation, has signed the Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement, shall be issued a key fob or other form of lock device to gain entry to the dog park.

Article V Chapter 82-42 Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement

The attached Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement approved by the Town Solicitor and Risk Manager is the official Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement.

Article V Chapter 82-43 Key Fob or Other Entry Device
The Key Fob or Other Entry Device shall be permanently issued to Hammonton Residents who obtain a Dog License(s) per Laws of the State of New Jersey and the Town of Hammonton.  The Key Fob or Other entry Device shall be issued and expire annually upon completion of all terms and conditions sited in Chapter 82-41 of Article V.  

Article V Chapter 82-44 Lost, Stolen or Missing Key Fob or Other Entry Device
A lost, stolen or missing key fob or other entry device(s) replacement shall be replaced by the person named on the current Hold Harmless/Dog Park Agreement paying a fee of $25.00 to the office of the Town Clerk.  The Clerk may request to see a police report or other document pertaining to the event relating to the lost, stolen or missing key fob or other entry device.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the Courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any Ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Ordinance shall take effect following adoption and approval in the time and manner prescribed by law.  

Public Hearing Ordinance #009-2017






Ordinance #009-2017 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 254, ARTICLES I & II OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON


BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hammonton, in the County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey as follows:
SECTION 1.  Chapter 254, Article I, Section 254-1 the definition of the term “IMPROVEMENT” is changed to read as follows:


IMPROVEMENT  - a modernization, rehabilitation, renovation, alteration or repair which produces a physical change in an existing building or structure; that improves the safety, sanitation, decency or attractiveness of the building or structure as a place in which to live or work; and which does not change its permitted use.  In the case of a commercial or industrial structures, it shall not include ordinary painting, repairs and replacement of maintenance items, or an enlargement of the volume of an existing commercial or industrial structure by more than thirty percent (30%).  In no case shall it include the repair of fire damage or other damage to a property for which a claim was received by any person from an insurance company at any time during the three-year period immediately preceding the filing of an application pursuant to this Article.  The exemption/abatement ordinance does not apply to the construction of above-ground or in-ground pools or pole barns.  

SECTION 2.  Chapter 254, Article I, Section 254-2, is amended to read as follows:


A.
An exemption from taxation for improvements to dwellings may be granted upon review, evaluation and approval of each application on an individual basis by the governing body.  The Town of Hammonton shall regard the first $25,000 of the Assessor’s full and true value of the improvements to the dwelling as not increasing the value of the property for a period of five (5) years.  During the exemption period, the assessment on the property shall not be less than the assessment thereon existing immediately prior to the improvements, unless an abatement is granted pursuant to Section 254-2(B), or unless there is damage to the structure through action of the elements sufficient to warrant a reduction.  


B.
The Town of Hammonton may allow an abatement of thirty percent (30%) of the annual amount of the exemption granted under Section 254-2(A) above, for a period of five (5) years, if the Assessor’s full and true value of the improvements to the dwelling exceed the $25,000 exemption amount.  

SECTION 3.  Chapter 254, Article I, Section 254-3, is amended to read as follows:


§254-3.  Exemption for improvements to commercial or industrial structures.  


An exemption from taxation for improvements to commercial or industrial structures may be granted upon review, evaluation and approval of each application on an individual basis by the governing body.  The Town of Hammonton shall exempt one hundred percent (100%) of the Assessor’s full and true value of the improvements to the commercial or industrial structure as not increasing the value of the property for a period of five (5) years.  During the exemption period, the assessment on the property shall not be less than the assessment thereon existing immediately prior to the improvements, unless there is damage to the structure through action of the elements sufficient to warrant a reduction.  

SECTION 4.  Chapter 254, the title of Article II, is amended to read as follows:


Tax Exemptions and Abatement for New Commercial or Industrial Construction.

SECTION 5.  Chapter 254, Article II, Section 254-13, is amended to read as follows:


A.
Exemptions and/or abatements from taxation for construction of commercial or industrial structures may be granted upon review, evaluation and approval of each application on an individual project basis by municipal resolution.  If the application is approved and the exemption and/or abatement is granted, the Mayor and Town Council will enter into a written agreement with the applicant for the exemption and/or abatement of real property taxes.  


B.
Application for exemptions and/or abatements from taxation filed pursuant to this Article will take initial effect for the first full tax year commencing after the tax year in which this Article is adopted, and for tax years thereafter as set forth in P.L. 1991, c. 441 (N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1, et seq.), but no application for exemptions and/or abatements shall be filed for exemptions and/or abatements to take initial effect for the eleventh full tax year or any tax year occurring thereafter, unless this Article is readopted by the Mayor and Town Council pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:21-4.  


C. 
The written tax agreement entered into between the Town and applicant shall provide for the Applicant to pay the Town in lieu of full property tax payments an amount annually computed based upon the Tax phase–in basis formula set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:21-10(c).  

SECTION 6.  Chapter 254, Article II, the title and first paragraph of Section 254-14, are amended to read as follows:


§254-14.  Contents of applications for tax exemption and/or abatement.

Applicants for tax exemption and/or abatement for new construction of commercial or industrial structures shall provide the municipal Mayor and Town Council with an application setting forth:

SECTION 7.  Chapter 254, Article II, the title and part A of Section 254-15, are amended to read as follows:


§254-15.  Duration of tax exemption and/or abatement; application of other laws to projects.


A.
All tax exemptions and/or abatements granted pursuant to this Article shall be in effect for no more than the five full tax years next following the date of completion of the project.

SECTION 8.  Chapter 254, Article II, Section 254-18, is amended to read as follows:


No exemption and/or abatement shall be granted pursuant to this Article with respect to any property for which property taxes are delinquent or remain unpaid, or for which penalties for non-payment of taxes are due.  

SECTION 9.  Chapter 254, Article II, Section 254-19(A), is amended to read as follows:


A.
No exemption and/or abatement shall be granted pursuant to this Article except upon written application therefore filed with and approved by the Town Tax Assessor.  Every application shall be on a form prescribed by the Director of the Division of Taxation in the Department of the Treasury, and provided for the use of claimants by the Town of Hammonton, and shall be filed with the Town Tax Assessor within thirty (30) days, including Saturdays and Sundays, following the completion of the construction.  Every application for exemption and/or abatement which is filed within the time specified, shall be approved and allowed by the Town Tax Assessor to the degree that the application is consistent with the provisions of this Article, provided that the Construction for which the application is made qualifies as construction pursuant to the provisions of this Article and of N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1 et seq.  The granting of an exemption and/or abatement shall be recorded and made a permanent part of the official tax records of the taxing district, which records shall contain a notice of the termination date thereof.  

SECTION 10.  Chapter 254, Article II, Section 254-20, is amended to read as follows:


Any additional improvement or construction, completed on a property granted a previous exemption and/or abatement pursuant to this Article during the period in which such previous exemption and/or abatement is in effect, shall be qualified for an exemption just as if such property had not received a previous exemption and/or abatement.  In such case, the additional improvement or construction shall be considered as separate for the purposes of calculating exemptions pursuant to this Chapter.  

SECTION 11.  Chapter 254, Article II, Section 254-21, is amended to read as follows:


The exemption and/or abatement of real property taxes provided in this Article shall apply to property taxes levied for municipal purposes, school purposes, county government purposes and for the purposes of funding any other property tax exemptions or abatements.  

SECTION 12.  All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of the inconsistency.  

SECTION 13.  If any section, sentence, or other part of this Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, that judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance, but shall be limited in its effect to the specific section, sentence or other part of this Ordinance directly involved in the controversy in which the judgment shall have been rendered.  

SECTION 14.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and publication as required by law.
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration - Councilman Torrissi
Business & Industry - Councilman Gribbin
Education - Councilman Giralo
Quality of Life - Councilman Pullia
Public Works & Transportation - Councilman Rodio
Law & Order - Mayor DiDonato
Water & Sewer  - Councilman Furgione
ENGINEER REPORT

SEWER & WATER ACTION ITEMS:
1.
Valley Avenue Utility Replacement (ARH #11-30159):  


Construction activities have been on hold since January 13, 2017. The Contractor completed the winterization of the manholes, inlets, and driveway aprons. Construction will resume in late March or early April when the Contractor will return to the site to construct the final surface course pavement. Our office submitted a preliminary punch list, which includes the milling and repaving of the Broadway intersection. The Contractor has repaired a number of water boxes that were inaccessible. We have also worked with the Contractor to finalize as many line item quantities as possible, and have prepared a Change Order to reflect the as-built conditions. There are three line items that are being revisited, in addition to the line items that have yet to be completed (paving, striping, concrete gutters, etc.).


The Contractor has submitted forty-one (41) Change Order requests to date. Of the 41 claims, 19 have been acted upon by the Town. We have sent a letter to the Contractor stating that since the time period to submit supporting documentation for the outstanding 22 claims has elapsed, all outstanding claims have been denied.


We have submitted Change Orders 5 and 6, which reflect as-built quantities to date and result in a total net decrease in the Contract of $229,767.11.

Action Requested:

Approval of Change Order 5 (decrease in NJEIT Sanitary Sewer and Roadway Loan S340927-09 of $128,388.11) and Change Order 6 (decrease in NJEIT Water Loan 0113001-011 of $101,379) for quantities completed to date as noted above, resulting in a total net decrease of $229,767.11.

PUBLIC WORKS ACTION ITEMS
2.
Pratt, Packard, Grape & Second Street Utility Replacement (ARH #11-40046):
It is our understanding the Town and Contractor came to an agreement related to the claims.  As a result we have completed change orders #13 thru #18 for the Town’s consideration.  These change orders will resolve the claims as well as all other outstanding issues.
Action Requested:

Approval of the following project change orders:

· CO #13 addition of $98,928.80 to the Sewer Loan 
· CO #14 addition of $66,000.00 to the Packard/Grape/Second Streets Water Loan

· CO #15 addition of $19,000.00 to the Pratt Street Water Loan

· CO #16 no cost change order to add 91 days to the contract duration

· CO#17 deduction of $178,493.77 to the NJDOT (Non-NJEIT) portion of the project

· CO #18 deduction of $9,900.00 to the Non-NJEIT and Non-NJDOT portion of the project

PUBLIC WORKS INFORMATION ITEMS:
3.
2017 State Aid Funding (ARH #11-01000):
Our office completed and submitted the following NJDOT State Aid Applications:
· Municipal Aid Roadway – Construction of the 2nd Road Resurfacing/Reconstruction project extending between 12th Street Route #54 and Chew Road County Route #559 requested $400,000 in additional funds. ($196,000.00 existing allocation)
· Bike Path Construction – 11th Street to Egg Harbor Road County Route #561 requested $300,000 in additional funds. ($230,000.00 existing allocation)

The NJDOT has indicated that the municipalities should receive a notice of their decision in June.

4.
Railroad Avenue/Pleasant Street Site Remediation (ARH #11-01000): No Status Change

The NJDEP has contacted Henry Weigel as the LSRP for the Town as related to clean-up of the property noted above designated as Block 2421, Lot 2.03 on the tax map.  Apparently, there is now funding available to the Town for this site.  Jennifer Beers from our office met with Jerry Barberio and the NJDEP representative.  Jerry will obtain additional information for further discussion with the PWTC before presenting same to Council.

5.
14th Street Roadway Improvements (ARH #11-40050): No Status Change
Our office sent a closeout package to NJDOT on November 11, 2016 requesting final reimbursement in the amount of $70,533.69.  Unfortunately, NJDOT indicated they never received the package.  Our office is in the process of obtaining new signatures on all required forms and we will be re-submitting the closeout package shortly.
6.
Octagon Oil Property – Central Avenue & Vine Street (ARH #11-01060): No Status Change

The continuing trend of decreasing contaminant concentrations supports the Town’s desire to effectuate monitored natural attenuation (MNA) as the preferred remedial option at the site over active remediation.  Since this administrative approach will require additional work to get NJDEP to review/ approve it as the sole long-term solution, ARH will prepare a proposal to complete the required work for the Town’s consideration at an upcoming meeting and for inclusion in their 2017 budget.
7.
Hammonton Bike Path Extension (ARH #11-40052): No Status Change

All permits are in hand for this project and the design is complete.  As authorized by Council, ARH has completed an application for additional funds from NJDOT to help offset the project cost for the limits noted.  We hope to hear from the NJDOT during June of this year related to the additional funding request.  Once the funding allotment is established, the project construction limits will be reviewed with Council.

SEWER AND WATER INFORMATION ITEMS:
8.
Treatment Plant Dump Station (ARH #11-01000):
TKT has been notified of their award to complete the dump station pad and they have scheduled the work for the month of April during the period the WWTP Garage building is being erected by their subcontractor.
9.
Valley Avenue Gas Main Replacement (ARH #11-45017.03):

The SJ Gas Company has completed the installation of the replacement main between Bellevue and Peach Street along with all but one area of the roadway restoration work.  

10.
Well #4 Screen Replacement (ARH #11-30165/2017-0048):

As authorized by Council, we have applied for the NJDEP Well #4 construction permit.  This application has been deemed administratively complete (2/27/2017) and is currently under review by Matthew Menendez of the Bureau of Water System Engineering.  We have also received the Pinelands Commission Letter of No Jurisdiction (2/13/2017) and have forwarded it to the NJDEP.  Finally, the well driller has submitted a well permit application (3/1/2017) and was recently notified of its approval.


We were also informed that the NJDEP Technical Review was complete and the reviewer is awaiting Section Chief approval; we anticipate that approval and permit issuance will occur within the next two weeks. 
11.
Pleasant Mills Road 3 Bay Garage Replacement (ARH #11-30163.01):
TKT has mobilized and is scheduled to start the building foundation work this week. Once the footings are poured the mason will be onsite to erect the block foundation walls, followed immediately by the plumbing subcontractor who will install the under slab heating components. The TKT schedule has them pouring the floor slab at the end of the month and then four (4) weeks dedicated to the erection of the steel building by their subcontractor (delivery of building by 4th week in March). The mason will return early May to build the skirt wall and then TKT along with their electrical, plumbing and door installer subcontractors will work on the remaining tasks for occupancy.

12.
2 Bay Garage/Filter Building Boyer Avenue (ARH #11-30165.01):
Design documents for the Pole barn at Boyer Avenue have been given to TKT so that they can provide pricing should the Town elect to move forward on this work utilizing change order provisions of their existing WWTP Garage contract to erect the pole barn. TKT has indicated that the proposal is being worked on and we should have it for review shortly.

13.
LTCWMP Report I&I (ARH #11-50142): No Status Change
We will be providing monthly flow distribution and project updates to the Pinelands Commission as authorized by Council.  

14.
White Horse Pike/Cedar Branch Stream Water Main Replacement (ARH #11-30161): 

The legal descriptions were forwarded to the former Solicitor for preparation of the required deeds to be sent to the affected property owner of Block 4601, Lot 29. We will be contacting the affected property owner to again discuss his concurrence for the easement request.  Once that is affirmed, the deed of easement could be prepared for signature, executed and we could finalize the design plans and specifications for the receipt of price quotes or proceed as directed by Council.

15.
SJ Gas Company Lincoln Site Remediation (ARH #11-30155.07):

The remediation contractor for South Jersey Gas Company has been on-site completing various improvements as noted in their weekly update memos to Council of their work progress.  The work for the relocation of the water main within Lincoln Street has been completed and pressure tested.  We will be contacting SJ Gas Company to arrange for a meeting with the PWTC to review and discuss the Lincoln Street restoration along with various other topics and construction schedule for the remaining work.

SOLICITOR REPORT

MAYOR REPORT

PWM/BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
TOWN CLERK REPORT

1. Advertise for Part Time Recreation Employee $12.00 per Hour 19 Hours Week 

        from  April to June, and September to November.

2. Accept Junior Member Christopher Robert Wines Fire Co. # 1 
3. Accept Christopher Ballin Member Fire Co #1 
APPROVE BILL LIST & PURCHASE ORDERS
NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION

RESOLUTIONS

Resolution #038-2017 Recycling Tonnage Grant  Application

RESOLUTION # 038-2017

RESOLUTION  NAMING SCOTT RIVERA,

CERTIFIED RECYCLING PROFESSIONAL, 

AND AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION

 FOR RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT FOR YEAR 2016

WHEREAS, 
The Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

WHEREAS,
It is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand existing programs; and 

WHEREAS,
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

WHEREAS,
The recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

WHEREAS,
A resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of the municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the Town of Hammonton to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

WHEREAS,
Scott Rivera, Certified Recycling Professional, is herein designated as the individual authorized to ensure that the application is properly completed and timely filed.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Hammonton in the County of Atlantic and State of New Jersey that the Town of Hammonton hereby endorses this submission of the Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and therefore designates Scott Rivera, Certified Recycling Professional,  to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the Recycling Tonnage Grant be deposited in a dedicated Recycling Trust Fund to be used solely for the purpose of recycling; and 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Town Clerk and Scott Rivera, Certified Recycling Professional, are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents in furtherance of this Resolution.
Resolution #039-2017 Authorize Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Procession
RESOLUTION # 039  -2017
AUTHORIZE THE “FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL” PROCESSION, CARNIVAL & FIREWORKS
 

WHEREAS, July 11th through July 16th is the scheduled date for the Lady of Mt. Carmel carnival and events in the Town of Hammonton; and
 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Carmel Society has requested assistance of the Town of Hammonton Police Department and the closing of Tilton Street aka “Mt. Carmel Lane” (between French and Pratt) and Third Street (between Pratt and Pleasant) during the week of the carnival; and
 

WHEREAS, July 16th is the scheduled date for processions, (times may vary at discretion of Hammonton Police Chief) and the Mt. Carmel Society requests police patrol and road closures of the following streets and times:
 

8:00 a.m. procession
From Mt. Carmel Hall east on Tilton Street to Bellevue Avenue
Continue south on Bellevue Avenue to east S. Third Street/Central Avenue Crossing
Continue west on S. Third Street/Central Avenue Crossing to Pratt Street
Continue north of Pratt Street to Tilton Street
Continue west on Tilton Street to place of origin
 

4:00 p.m. procession
From St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Church west (N. Third Street to Fairview Avenue)
Continue south on Fairview Avenue to N. Egg Harbor Road
Continue east on N. Egg Harbor Road to Bellevue Avenue (Route 54)
Continue north on Bellevue Avenue to N. Third Street
Conclude west on N. Third Street and conclude procession at place of origin
 

WHEREAS, July 16th is the scheduled date for fireworks event, there will be no rain date 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON, that the Lady of Mt. Carmel carnival, procession and fireworks are approved along with police traffic patrol and trash cleanup contingent upon the following:
 

1.     Filing of necessary insurance certificate by Mt. Carmel Society.
2.     Filing of required State and County road closure approvals with the Town Clerk’s office.

3.
   Contacting Police Chief and Public Works Manager 2 months prior to event.
Resolution #040-2017 Good Friday Procession
RESOLUTION #   040 -2017

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE “SPANISH COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION” 


WHEREAS, St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish/St. Joseph’s Church continues to promote the Town of Hammonton with their annual “Spanish Community Good Friday Procession”; and 


WHEREAS, Friday April 14, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. is the scheduled date for the Spanish Community Good Friday Procession; and


WHEREAS, St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish/St. Joseph’s Church has requested assistance of the Town of Hammonton Police Department for this scheduled event and closure of the following streets in the Town of Hammonton for stations of the cross and procession:

From N. Third St.

To French St.

To Second St.

To Pleasant St.

To Tilton St.

To French

To N. Third St.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, that the  Spanish Community Good Friday Procession is approved by the Town of Hammonton; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the necessary certificate of insurance has been filed with the Town Clerk.

Resolution #041-2017 Authorize Utility Refunds 
#R 041-2017


WHEREAS, Rosemarie Jacobs, Tax Collector, has approved the following cancellations and refunds to the accounts listed below:

	B&L
	NAME
	ADDRESS
	 AMOUNT 
	ACCT.
	REASON
	PER

	4601-22
	Hammonton One LLC
	1 N. White Horse Pk
	164.72
	Utility
	Meter Checked for month of Feb. removed interest 
	Anthony

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


  WHEREAS, the above amounts have been corrected in the utilities screen’s and or tax screen to show the correct amount due.  However, a requisition form will not be presented for any refunds until approval by Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, if any of above referenced are not approved by Mayor and Council a retraction of same will take place.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hammonton authorize and direct the tax collector to take the above said action.

Resolution #042-2017 School Funding Fairness

Resolution #042-2017

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON

IN SUPPORT OF SENATE SELECTED COMMITTEE
 ON SCHOOL FUNDING FAIRNESS (SR-100)


Whereas, eight years ago, the School Funding Reform Act promised adequate funding to offer equal educational opportunities for all New Jersey’s school children, regardless of where they live;


Whereas, the School Funding Reform Act offered the promise of making real the constitutional duty of offering a “thorough and efficient” education for each and every school and that school aid would be given fairly and equitably state wide based on a formula that took into account each municipality’s property tax base, its ability to pay, increase and decreases in enrolment and any special needs of the children;


Whereas, due to political compromise over time, New Jersey’s school aid funding has grown less fair and less adequate, year after year;


Whereas, in order to facilitate the most efficient and effective remedy to this inadequacy, Senate President Steve Sweeney and Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, the Chair of the Senate Education Committee, have been working on a plan to restore fairness and equity to New Jersey’s school aid formula;


Whereas, SR-100 establishes the Senate Select Committee on School Funding Fairness which has passed the Senate with bipartisan support;


Whereas, this committee will study the adjustment aid process, the enrolment growth cap and other provisions set forth by the 2008 funding law to determine what revisions are needed to bring all school districts to full funding over a period of five years; 

Whereas, the guiding principle and the real-life goal of the Senate Select Committee on School Funding Fairness would be to bring fairness to the way we allocate school aid, and set New Jersey firmly on the path to full, fair and adequate funding in every school district in the state so that every child is afforded an equal opportunity for a quality education.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hammonton, County of Atlantic, New Jersey, that we support the Senate Select Committee on School Funding Fairness set forth by Senate President Sweeney to examine the issue of inequities in state education aid and consider the impact that adjustment aid and enrolment caps have on such inequities
Resolution #043-2017- Fix Interest Rate for Nonpayment of Taxes or Assessments

#R043-2017
Whereas, NJSA 54:4-67 permits the governing body of each municipality to fix the rate of interest to be charged for nonpayment of taxes or assessments subject to any abatement or discount for the late payment of taxes as provided by law; and

Whereas, NJSA 54:4-67 has been amended to permit the fixing of said rate of 8% per annum on the first $1,500.00 of the delinquency and 18% per annum on any amount in excess of $1,500.00 and allows an additional penalty of 6% to be collected against a delinquency in excess of $10,000.00 on properties that fail to pay the delinquency prior to the end of the calendar year.

Now, Therefore be it resolved, by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Hammonton, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey as follows:

1.
The Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to charge 8% annum on the first $1,500.00 of taxes becoming delinquent after due date and 18% per annum on any amount of taxes, water or sewer in excess of $1,500.00 becoming delinquent after due date and if a delinquency is in excess of $10,000.00 and remains in arrears beyond December 31st, an additional penalty of 6% shall be charged against the delinquency.

2.
"Delinquency" Now is to be calculated on the sum of all taxes from year to year and not to be calculated on an individual year basis.

3.
Effective January 1, 1991 a ten day grace period of quarterly tax payments and semi annual water/sewer payments made by cash, check or money order was established and will remain in effect with the addition of on line payment and charge card payment availability.

Any payments not made in accordance with paragraph 3 of this resolution shall be charged interest from the due date as set forth in paragraph 1 of this resolution.

Resolution #044-2017 Economic Development 

RESOLUTION #R044-2017

A RESOLUTION ADDRESSING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Town of Hammonton recognizes that the Atlantic County economy has and will continue to be negatively impacted by the closure of several Atlantic City casinosHammonton; and


WHEREAS, the governing body believes that, in order to sustain Hammonton’s positive revitalization efforts, a coordinated economic development plan shall be necessary; and


WHEREAS, some of the residential, commercial and industrial properties in Hammonton have experienced a physical deterioration as a result of the inability of their owners to properly maintain same; and


WHEREAS, New Jersey permits implementation of a residential rehabilitation and commercial rehabilitation and new construction incentive programs in the form of a tax abatement program; and


WHEREAS, much of the Town’s downtown revitalization can be attributed to the exponential growth of its arts community; and


WHEREAS, the governing body desires to capitalize and expand upon those successes and, as permitted by New Jersey Law (N.J.S.A. 40:48-1(30)), fund a local arts entity with a broad geographic reach to advertise to the Delaware Valley and the entire State of New Jersey Hammonton’s advantages including its open space, its geographic proximity to Philadelphia, Atlantic City and New York City and all points in between, its favorable tax structure, its thriving downtown and its traditional focus on family and education including its public and parochial schools and its affiliation with Stockton University, all of which have served as economic drivers.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor and Council authorize approval of a Resolution authorizing funding via a professional services contract in the amount of $65,000.00 of a broad-based advertising program through the vehicle of a non-profit 501-C3 arts entity (The Eagle Theater) focused on attracting visitors to Hammonton and in turn stimulating economic growth and attracting new residents and businesses to build upon the successes of the last decade and N.J.S. 40:48-1(30); and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED $32,500 will be paid March 21, 2017 and $32,500 will be paid upon adoption of 2017 Municipal Budget and approval of bill list.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the authorization of payment is for year 2017.

Resolution #045-2017 Various Refunds 

# R045  - 2017

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON

AUTHORIZING VARIOUS REFUNDS 


BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HAMMONTON, COUNTY OF ATLANTIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY that the following refunds are authorized as approved by the respective Department Heads of the Town of Hammonton:

John Ruggero  



Refund Escrow Balance

$535.00

PUBLIC HEARD

MEETING ADJOURNED

1
17

